The Bartlett Museum is a member of the
American Association of Museums (AAM),
New England Museum Association
(NEMA), Cultural Alliance of the Lower
Merrimack Valley (CALM Valley) and
Amesbury’s Treasures.
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The two-room Italianate style “Ferry
School” was built in 1870. The name was
later changed to the “Bartlett School” in
1922 in honor of the Amesbury-born Josiah
Bartlett, a signer of the Declaration of
Independence. The two rooms were divided
to create four, and from the time to its
closing in 1968, the school housed various
combinations of grades one through five.
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The museum was founded in 1968
as part of the celebration for the 300th
anniversary of the founding of the Town of
Amesbury.
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The Museum’s permanent collection
includes: prehistoric and Native American
artifacts; memorabilia from Colonial,
Federal and Victorian periods; room
settings of an early kitchen and a Victorian
parlor with life-size figures dressed in
period costumes; a natural history room
featuring a large collection of birds, some of
which are extinct, and fossils, minerals and
shells from the area; an original schoolroom
with early desks gathered from local
schools, children’s games and toys; local
maps, a carriage house and Amesbury
history.
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Membership is open to adult men and
women from any town or state. We
welcome history buffs, collectors,
genealogists and curiosity seekers.
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